
 A supposed 
feature of “cli-
mate change” 
is an increas-
ing number of 
tropical storms 
and hurricanes 
globally. Me-
t e o r o l o g i c a l 
data however 
shows there 
has been no 

upward trend since 1970. Indeed, 
in Australia and in many other re-
gions, seasonal storm activity and 
severity has declined.
 Current climate assumptions 
have led to Australian government 
policies that discriminate against 
fossil fuels, thereby increasing en-
ergy costs. The evidence of mea-
sured global temperature experi-
ence or climate change does not 
support those assumptions. Most 
countries, including China and In-
dia, have never adopted well-fund-
ed anti-fossil fuel policies. The US 
is abandoning them and Australia 
must do so in order to restore low 
cost reliable power. Other coun-
tries are building or planning 1,370 
clean and efficient coal fired sta-
tions.

M i l l i o n s 
of years 
a g o , 

during a good time 
for life on Earth, 
plants took in carbon 
dioxide (CO2) from 
the atmosphere and 
using photosynthesis 
stored energy from 
the sun. When the 
plants decayed they 
formed fossil fuels 
which retained the 
solar energy.
 Thermal power 
stations convert this 
stored energy in coal and 
gas into electricity. At the 
same time, the CO2 is re-
turned to the atmosphere.
 Policies to reduce CO2 
emissions have been 
based on the false prem-
ises that this CO2 which 
did not cause dangerous 
global warming prior to re-
moval by plants, would do 
so when returned. In Aus-
tralia, such policies have caused 
power costs to double, harming 
industry, farming, households and 
indeed the Nation. 

 In fact, MIT Professor Emeritus of 
Meteorology, Richard Lindzen has 
estimated that CO2 from power 
stations, together with other trace 
greenhouse gases from transport 
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and methane from livestock, can 
alone only bring about an estimat-
ed one degree Celsius increase in 
global temperature over the com-
ing century.
 However, the average of the ap-
proved Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) climate 
models has exaggerated the pro-
jected rate of warming. The Earth’s 
surface is 70% ocean and the 
models underestimate the impor-
tance of evaporation limiting the 
surface temperature rise as not-
ed by Bill Priestley, former CSIRO 
Chief of Atmospheric Research.
 The significant difference be-
tween the much higher IPCC mod-
el temperature projections and the 
reality of measured global tem-
peratures is shown in the figure 
above.

Policies to reduce CO2 emissions have been 
based on the false premises that this CO2 
which did not cause dangerous global warming 
prior to removal by plants, would do so when 
returned. In Australia, such policies have 
caused power costs to double, harming industry, 
farming, households and indeed the Nation.

These policies continue despite 
scientific advice to the Senate 
Economics Legislation Committee 
that reducing our emissions to 
zero would do “virtually nothing” 
to change the world climate. 
Nevertheless, A$70 billion 
(US$52b) has been invested on 
renewables to date supported by a  
$3 billion plus annual subsidy.

TROPICAL MID-TROPOSPHERIC TEMPERATURE VARIATIONS MODELS vs OBSERVATIONS
5-Year Averages, 1979-2016 - Trend line crosses zero at 1979 for all time series
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 JR Christy, Univ. Alabama in Huntsville. Model output: KNMI Climate Explorer.
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